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I - RoUkIous Eolations Dot ween Arakan and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 

BhiBm was introduced to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) by Thera Mahinda who 
to the Island in about the middle of the 3rd century 7 B.C in the 
reign of King Asoka . It is generally accepted that at the time of the 
introduction of Buddhism, there was no organised religion in Ceylon. 
Owing fo the popular, enthusiasm, Buddhism became the state religion 
in Ceylon , under Royal patronage. 

The Mahavihara was establisshed at Anuradhapura in 3rd century B.C. 8 
In later times , Mahavihara became the great centre of' Buddhist 
c^ture. As Mahavihara was famous Buddhist study centre, Abhayagiri 
vihara constructed by Vattagamani Abhaya (29-17 B.C. ) 9 also became a 
great centre in Ceylon in the 1st century B.C. 

The later part of the 1st century B.C saw some very important events 
in the Buddhist history of Ceylon. From 43 B.C. for 14 years, five 
Tamils rules in succession at Anuradhapura. King Vattagamani lay in 
hiding in a remote palace during this period. In 1st century B.C. 
Mahachulika Mahatissa was succeeded by Va t tagamani • s son , Choranaga . 
*e was hostile and destroyed eighteen vih^ras where he had not been 
Siyen refuge during .;.o days, of his rebellion against his cousin 
Mahachul ika Ma ha t issa (17-3 B.C. ) 10 
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n addition to these calamities the whole, country was ravaged by an 

Unprecedented famine generally known as DrahmanaTissa famine or 
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ni.tiyasyS. The people had no food at all and were forced to 
ibal ism, even eating the , f lesh of Buddhist monks whom they 
Vra ted . Many thousands, both Buddhist monks and lay-people,, 
fished, many viharas were deserted, the MahavilYara at AnurSdhapura 
entirely abandoned, trees grew in the countryard, and the 
athupa itself lay incomplete neglect. Many monks left the Island 
jfd went to India, the country was in chaos. 
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The elder monks of the 'Sthalese saw that the future of Buddhism was 
in danger . The coat inua t ion of the tradition of the three Pi taka % 
i^ch had so far been handed down orally from teacher to pupiils, 
appeared no longer possible. The main concern of the Sangha during 
tliis tragic period was to perserve the teaching of Lord Buddha, which 
they valued above all else. Therefore; far-seeing Maha thera , under 
the patronage of a local chief, assembled at Aluvihara at Matale, and 
for the first time in history committed to writing the whole of the 
Tri Pitaka with the commentaries thereon "in order that the true 
doc endure". 



Iri the first century A. D. there was the beginning of dissensions in 
the Sangha which had till then been united under the influence of 
the Mahavihara. At later times, the Dhammaruci sect (Abhayag iri 
Vihara group) became a separate group, from Mahavihara known as 
J etavana sect. Mahavihara Buddhism was replaced in Ceylon as a new 
Religion in second century A.D. 
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C -' r " l " e A '<"~ chronicles, .he roUMon between Ce yl „„ 

m .Arakan- began . from the second century A.b.^ During the reign „f 
:n 8 jThuri y a, h iri :(i . A . D . 20 ; 1 . 22I) 14 i twelw Ara k .ne 8e „on kS led by 
nasiridnipa^i Mah3thera were ^ ^ • ^ ^ 

yldn. It was ,he firs, relationship between the two countries 
coring ,o : the Chutavamsa , -vi jayabahu - ! ddss-uao, sen, envoys 
i.nvaiuabiegiUs .oAnuradha. The king of KtimaMa , Lower Bur*,,, 
Jugh, his assis tance In Vthe s truggle aga Ins , the Chela invaders 
||, there is no, mU ch evidence ,ha, ,hc King of ,<Wnna sen, his 
'|oops to aid the King of Ceylon. K.L.Hazra says "During ,his Ume 
|eravjda Buddhisn was in a flourishing condition ln loweP 

pt^^^^ e ;;^^^:^^«o» in 1057 was a grea, even, in 

,i " rm<!S " tilstory. After the Conquest of Thaton. Pagan became a 
.famous Buddhist centre In South-Kas, Asia. 



->n the same ported, we believe that Arakan was ,he centre of 
original teachings „, Lord Buddha and Arakanese chronicles also 
-,lo„ the reng.ous relaUonship between Arakan and Ceylon. But 
ghe Cey,o„ are sl.en, on Aryan's relation wl, h Ceylon in lhU 
Period. According to Arakanese chronicles, during the reign, of 



Oa t ha raza ( 1 123 -113 g ) t 



The King of Ceylon sent envoys for 



-englous purpose. The King of Arakan. Datharaza sen, a Buddhis, 
P««on fed by v.n^AtuUv.Jaya Mah„hera. Tw e „, y .., x vonorahlo 
,,ones accompanied him. 7 



<*1 no Polannaruva slab ln<»>m»»i-. * . 

slab inscription of the Velaikkaras (c.A.D. 1137- 




3) 18 a 1 so refers to the purification of the Sangha of the three 
ts of Ceylon with the help of the monks from Arumana during 
||| a yabahu-I ' s time. Arumana may be suggested as Arakan. In 
p, King Man ju thin was succeeded by his son, Ngaraman. During 
time, a religious mission including 36 Buddhist monks were sent 
the King of Ceylon, Parakramabahu-I ( c . A. D. 1153-1186 ).. This 
jniss ion was led by Ven,Uttara Dhamma . But the period between the 
death of Vi j ayabahu I and Parakramabahu I can be described as a 
dark chapter in the history of Ceylon. According to K.L.Hazra 
"During this period neither the Burmese sources such as the 

Sasana varhsa , the Glass Palace Chronicle nor the SThalese sources 

mm * 1 . • ' . . • . • 

such as Chulavamsa mention any religious or political contact 
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between Ceylon and Burma". 



m 



In Arakanese history, Mrauk-U signifies the golden age. The 15th 

w& .. • . - *■ . . • •' •• • •• • « *" • ' ••■ • • ; •• ' ' ■ * ■ i £ 

and 16th centuries A. D were important landmarks in the history of 

both Arakan and Ceylon. There is evidence to show that during these 

centuries close political, cultural and religious ties existed 

between the two countries. King 8a-saw-phru (1459-1482) received 
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three Pitakas from Ceylon in c.A.D* 1476, and the King of Arakan 
sent a religious delegation led by Ven. Siddha t tha . 



In the 16th century, Arakan was a sea-power of some importance; it 

bui l t hundreds of galiots and developed great skill in both sea 

./ • . * . 
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and reverine warfare. During the reign of Nanda Bayin (1581-1599) 

flf Pepui he wanted to raffia Krtrl eqtflfi hirtW NrrHIH^ +d M BH i *U* * 
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«si«^,^ rt6 tather , flyln Niun8 jnd request Mons ^ 

a * my - - M ^ M W ""seed the border Qf Arakan an(j 

a™, an, tooK r e fuge in botH countrles ^ ^ ^ 



bou, f lve times between 15 8 6 . and 153 3. He put todeath . .any of 
officers and destroyed tne country, of „„„. Many Men „„„. and 
ay-peop,e ,ef, tho country ■„„ fled t0 slam and ^ ^ 

P'V«^^^:»«.«9^ At «n. ,..e „„e. Ar.Ka, defeated 
jnd centered , he Pegu andSyrta,,, one of impopt ^ ^ 

pa. , During . the relgn of Min _ kri . ( 1593 _ m3)25 _ Ara ^ 

Reived ( ,e V aW Ioot brought ^ lts raiders from ^ 
r Betne r . with Nanda: Bayiri . ..i^, f ^ ^ ^ 

f 16th CentUry A - D - Bayln »™* >os, peer in the country 



I ^ I6th CentUry ' " Petueen Ara.an and Ceyton ptayed 

| lmpor — r- -dd nlsra and CUIture26 . As 01a leaf manusc . ript 

i" ht( * d °" -a, found tn cey l0 „. refers t0 religlous 

m,CrC0UrSe " e,W00n ^^m^ 27 and Ceyton. Thls information 
corropera.ed by , the cp^a^. the ^ ^ 

JS£S ^^ °"r ing the reign of 

VimaladharamaSUrlya - 1 ' — y.on was in „ eed of some mQnks (o 
f;;- BUddhlSt .W - «»< 0 , cey.on sent an envey t0 

f^: and ;' nVl ' ea ' — for res,o ring t he 

|an S ha, At tna, , ime . Klng Khaung . r - 2tl . (1S21 . M31) 28 — 

|p. ; ^, P 0W as a pernor of Sandoway " 

-ce M In , b ar sefocted ve„. Tftjos , ra from Sa ^ 

"• Dhi " ra " aVl,3Sa — '° — on a re lfglous mlssjon; The 



King pf Ceylon warmly; received the two Arakanese monks who came to 



each the teachings of the Buddha "in Ceylon 



The Arakanese monks were given the sacred tooth relic of Lord 
Buddha which Ceylon proudly possessed on their return. They brought 
it and gave it to Mi n- bar as a gift from the King of Ceylon. In the 
reign of Min-raza-kri , an envoy with the gift arrived in Mrauk-U 
and King of Arakan sent 20 Buddhist monks led by Ven . Chandavi l"asa 
Maha thera to Ceyloh; They arrived there in 1563 . They reformed the 
Buddhist Sangha and held the higher ordination ceremony in the 
UdakukkhepapsTma . 

The Chulavamsa and the Sasanavamsa contain important evidence 
relating to the religious intercourse between Arakan and Ceylon In 

the reign of Vimalaldhammasuriya II. Both refer to the arrival of 
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the Sinhalese envoys in Rakkhingapura and to how the Arakanese 

monks restored the Buddhist Sangha and established the religion in 

Ceylon. During the reign of King of MSrupiya (1696-1697), King of 

Ceylon, Vima 1 adhammasuriya II sent a mission to Rakkharigapura . 

Af ter receiving the message from Slhalese mission. King Marupiya 

selected Veri. Indamanju, the monk-in-charge of Sat tathana monastery 

and Ven. Nandichakka, the priest of Laung-krat monastery, and sent 

forty Arakanese monks led by two venerable ones to Ceylon in 

1696 30 . When they arrived they were received with great honour and 

the Upasampada ordination was held under the leadership of 
Nandichakka in the . UdakukkhepasTmja on the Mah'Sva 1 uka ganga or 
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i ganga at Getambe near Peradeniya in 1696. 31 Several members 
the royal and noble families were ordained. Thus Shales e 
Shist Sarigha was; restored by Buddhist monks from Arakan and they 
J the higher ordination in Ceylon. 

|; 3 2 • ' 

januscript recording the religious intercourse between Arakan 
Ceylon,, was discovered at the Kadadora VihaYa in Oahnave Korale 
Udahevahau in, « he dlstrlct of Nuvara EIlya ln ,„„ contra , 
jfince of Ceylon. The Chulavamsa. however, does no. make any 
||rence <o Ven. Chandavl lesa . but only to Ven. Nandichakka. 33 The 
upSjavaliya mentions tho names of both Theras. 

lf " h ^ "."«, centuries, when Buddhis, Ceylon had suffered 
eraly as a result of Internal trouble and foreign occupation. 
Arakan helped Ceylon to re-es tabl , sh and reslore religious 
ceremonies and higher ordination in Ceylon. At present. TheravSda 
Buddhism of Ceylon ls being spread widely in the world and 
|halese Buddhists have se, up famous Buddhis, study centres in 
Ceylon. The Mahabodhi Society, originating in Ceylon has become the 
1*0 us Buddhis, Research Centre. In the Buddhis, world. 
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